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The Mk2 Granada has 
undergone something 
of a renaissance of late. 
For years it was unloved 

and ragged around the UK’s 
banger-racing tracks, but now 
it’s enjoying an upturn in 
fortunes – and for good reason.

It might lack the early 1970s 
‘cool’ of the Mk1, but the later 
car looks sharper and at the time 
was better received than its 
predecessor. Underneath, many 
of the oily bits were carried over 

in the clean new design, and the 
Granada continued to be offered 
in saloon and estate bodyshells. 

Both were good all-rounders. 
The saloon was a sensible choice 
for the businessman who also 
needed comfortable family 
transport, while the estates were 
spacious load-luggers. 

Today, they’re as usable as 
ever. The high-spec models offer 
a huge number of toys, but even 
the basic versions are great value 
and will be faithful servants.

Practical, reliable and stylish, the big Ford is a versatile choice.
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FOrd GrAnAdA Mk2

September 1977-May 1985

SepTeMBer 1978
All GL and Ghia models get central 
locking as standard.

SepTeMBer 1977
Ford announce Mk2 Granada with 
2.3 and 2.8-litre petrol engines, 
plus a 2.1 diesel.

OcTOBer 1981
All models revised with restyled 
grille, fascia, long-life exhaust and 
improved power steering.

April 1982
Ghia X version introduced with 
heated front seats and metallic 
paint as standard.

OcTOBer 1982
Five-speed gearbox introduced on 
2.8-litre petrol and new 2.5-litre 
diesel models.

SepTeMBer 1983
Five-speed gearbox introduced on 
the rest of the range.

MAY 1985
Mk3 Granada goes on sale.

How to buy a…
What it does well…   
The Granada can carry four 
adults and their luggage with no 
problems at all. It’s a 
comfortable long-distance 
cruiser, and the estate versions 
are superb load-luggers. There 
are also diesel engines available 
if you’re after improved 
economy. There’s a huge 
number of trim levels on offer, 
meaning you can have a nice 
simple saloon or a fully 
loaded executive express.

What it doesn’t do well… 
The V6 versions can be a bit on 
the thirsty side. Diesel-engined 
cars are rare now – most have 
been run into the ground. To run 
on unleaded fuel, you’ll need to 
get the cylinder head converted.

■ Wings 
The front wings are susceptible 
to rust. Blocked sunroof drain 
channels mean water can collect 
there, and road debris can 
gather behind the front wheels.

■ interior 
Many Granadas, especially 
estates and the now-rare 
diesels, will have led hard lives. 
The carpet, seats and door cards 
can be damaged and/or bare. 
Budget for replacements.

■ exterior trim 
As with many classics, buy the 
most complete car you can find. 
Some trim bits are becoming 
hard to find, and don’t expect to 
be able to easily source them 
through Ford themselves…

every 6000 miles / six months 
■ Lubricate locks and hinges.
■ Check coolant level.
■ Check battery level.
■ Check ATF level.
■ Clean and regap spark plugs.
■ Check and adjust points and 
ignition timing.
■ Check and adjust valve 
clearances.
■ Check all belts and hoses.
■ Inspect rear brake shoes, 
pads, pipes and hoses.

18,000 miles / 18 months 
As above plus:
■ Change brake fluid.
■ Renew air cleaner element.
■ Clean oil filler cap and 
crankcase emission control valve.

36,000 miles / three years 
As above plus:
■ Clean and repack front wheel 
bearings with fresh grease. 
■ Reset hub endfloat.
■ Renew brake cylinder seals.
■ Check flexible hoses for splits 
and other deterioration.

Why you'll love it
●  Carry the whole family about 

in comfort. 
●  Sharp, clean styling.
●  Excellent club and spares 

backup for all models.
●  Good ones are appreciating 

in value.
●  Awful lot of car for the 

money, especially Ghias.
●  Easy to work on.
●  Reliable.

Market overview
condition 1 – £3000 
This is absolutely top money for 
a mint concours example. 

condition 2 – £1500 
Plenty of superficially tidy cars 
around at this sort of price.

condition 3 – £500 
You might find a tidy one, but 
more likely to be a project.

practicalitycommon faults

Servicing and
maintenance
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did YOU knOW?
The Granada was built in Cologne and Dagenham 
until 1976, when all production switched to Germany.

■  engine 2792cc V6
■  power 160bhp
■  torque 163 lb-ft
■  transmission 

Five-speed manual, 
optional three-speed auto

■  front 
suspension 
Independent via coil 
springs, double wishbones, 
anti-roll bar

■  rear suspension 
Independent, coil springs, 
semi-trailing arms

■  BraKes Discs front, 
drums rear

■  wheels & tyres 
5.5in alloys, 185/14in

■  0-60mph 8.9sec
■  top speed 117mph

TecH Spec

Ford Granada 
Mk2 2.8i

!

Production 
Timeline

! deal breaker
An exclamation mark indicates key areas 
where you have the greatest bargaining 
power. Use them to your advantage.
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Turn over To P115 For your Ford granada MK2 quicK view checKs

clubs, specialists 
and parts
■  Mk1 & 2 drivers Guild 

Owners club with excellent 
website and active forum.  
www.ford-granada 
guild.org.uk

■  Bath Side Garage 
Parts and restorations 
01255 551663 

■  rVS ltd 
Restorations of 1980s Fords 
07957 712816 

■  Granada-Scorpio Online 
www.granada-and-scorpio-
online.com

The Granada was offered with a 
range of engines, from a 2-litre 
four on a single carb to a 2.8-litre 
injected six. If oil changes have 
been adhered to, all can take 
huge mileages in their stride. Ask 
for evidence of servicing – the 
more the better. You want to see 
evidence of scheduled cambelt 
changes as well. On the V6 cars, 
noisy rockers on startup could 

With the mechanical parts being 
fairly robust, you can afford to 
spend plenty of time looking 
around the bodywork. Corrosion 
can be widespread so take your 
time. Start by looking at the front 
wings – they can rust where they 
bolt to the main structure, as well 
as on their trailing edge and 
along the seams between them 
and the front valance.

Door bottoms can go, as can 
the rear arches. Make sure the 

John Barton,
Mk1 & Mk2  
drivers Guild

“I bought this saloon 
in 2005 from a chap in 
Canterbury. It’s always been a 
show car, and one of the 
reasons he sold it to me was 
that he knew I’d look after it. 
When I got it, it had done 29,130 
miles – it’s now done 29,800…

“I’ve owned six of them to 
use, as well as plenty of others 
for spares and to sell on. I’ve 
also had an estate since 1989. It 
tows my caravan, and carries my 
wife, mother-in-law and three 
dogs to shows all over the 
country. When I get there, I clean 
it up and enter it into concours.

“They’re great tow cars. I’ve 
always been into Fords, and the 
estate’s ideal for the caravan – 
it’s superb on motorways. If you 
look after them, they’re also 
incredibly reliable.”

Front inertia reel seatbelts came 
as standard, but it didn’t have 
rear belts. The mounting points 
were in place, so they can be 
retro-fitted easily enough.

The electrical systems on 
Granadas are generally pretty 
reliable, but Ford threw a lot of 
toys at some of the models and 
it’s worth taking the time to go 
through them all to make sure 
they work properly. 

On the range-topping Ghia and 
Ghia X, check the heated, 
powered seats, and where fitted 
make sure the electric windows, 

■ Rear seatbelts.
■ Lowered suspension.
■ Fitting 2.8i cylinder head to 
carb model.

engine

Bodywork

The owner

Safety and security

electrics

Worthy upgrades

interior

Ford granada Mk2 
£500-£3000

Total
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21/25

cM says…

we like…
The versatility offered by the 
wide range of models. Great 
value for money if you find a 
solid one. V6 engines give 
good performance. Good club 
and mechanical parts backup.

we don’t like…
The fuel economy, especially 
on the automatics. Rust can 
be rampant. Panels and trim 
can be hard to source.

or try these…

BMw 5 series  
£500-£7500 
Really tidy ones are getting rare 
these days, but if you find one 
it’ll be great value.

Peugeot 505 
£300-£2000 
Vast estates and excellent 
diesels. Sharp styling. Not many 
around, though.

Mercedes w123 
£1200-£4000
Similar to Ford in that it can be 
a workhorse estate or a smooth 
saloon. Top build quality.

Practicality
Economy
Spares

DIY friendly 

Value for money 

point to oil starvation, which may 
be a clue to neglect elsewhere. 

There’s a decent amount of 
space in the engine bay, so simple 
maintenance tasks should be 
straightforward to carry out. 
Regularly checking the valve 
clearances is vital – the gaps tend 
to close up with use, resulting in 
rough running at low revs. Check 
the coolant as well. The correct 

did YOU knOW?
There was never a Mk2 Coupé, although  
a two-door saloon was sold in Europe.

Thanks to
John Barton for allowing us to 
photograph his time-warp 2.8 
Ghia X. John’s the South Area 
organiser for the Mk1 & Mk2 
Drivers Guild, who’ll be at the 
NEC Classic Motor Show in 
November. Pop along to say 
hello if you’re there.

sills are solid, too. Check that the 
sunroof’s drainage channels 
aren’t blocked – this can lead to 
the panels below the front and 
rear windows rusting out on 
saloons. On estates, the bottom 
of the tailgate is a weak spot. 

If you can get underneath the 
car it’s a huge advantage. Inspect 
the floorpans, as well as the 
crossmember used to mount the 
differential to the chassis. Both 
are common areas for rust.

amount of antifreeze will prevent 
corrosion in the system.

Carburettor troubles will result 
in erratic delivery of the fuel 
mixture, leading to varying 
tickover speeds. The 2-litre 
engines perform well, but they 
won’t be much less thirsty than 
the 2.3-litre V6, which offers a 
good all-round blend of 
performance and economy.

mirrors and central locking 
operate properly. Some cars will 
have a tilt/slide sunroof as well.

The Ghia and Ghia X also had a 
trip computer located centrally on 
the dash, so run through its 
functions. If air-conditioning’s 
fitted, make sure it’s operational. 
On cars that haven’t seen a lot of 
use recently, the air-con unit’s 
seals can dry up.

High-spec models are desirable, but all models offer value for money.

Bumper trim can 
be hard to find.

All models of Granada, from the 2-litre up 
to the 2.8, rolled on 5.5in wheels.

The Blue Oval’s top model offered serious 
opposition to more prestigious marques.

trim
The majority of 
Granadas had cloth 
trim, although leather 
was offered on the 
higher-spec models. 
Cloth is hard wearing, 
but matching colours 
in secondhand seats 
can be hard.

Carpets
These can be worn, especially in 
cars that might have been taxis in 
former lives. The carpets in the boot 
can be worn on estate models. 
Replacements are available.

electrics
On higher-spec cars, check that everything 
works as intended. On the Ghia X, that will 
include heated and powered seats, air con, 
plus electric sunroof and windows.

Buying 
tip

Be prepared to look at 

plenty of cars – really 

tidy Granadas are 

becoming thin on the 

ground.
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QUick VieW cHeckS
10 essential reminders
Key areas to inspect carefully. Your final offer price should reflect their condition.

Front wings
Check the front wings 
along their outer edges,  
as well as inside where 
they bolt to the main 
structure of the car.

Trim 
Some exterior trim is now 
very hard to get hold of, 
especially for the bumpers. 
If a bumper’s been 
damaged, it’s worth 
haggling on the price.

doors
Pay close attention to the 
bottom edges of all the 
doors – they’re a common 
rot spot.

heater box
Located against the 
bulkhead in the engine 
bay, this is a natural 
collection point for water.  
If leaves or debris block the 
drainage flap, it’ll quickly 
rust out.

sills
Corrosion can affect the 
entire sill area, but check 
around the rear extensions, 
which run close to the 
suspension mounts.

Front panel
Water can gather at the 
base of the front window, 
especially if the sunroof 
drainage channels are 
blocked. This eventually 
rots out the panel below. 

Jacking points
These are tubes through 
which a jacking bar is 
inserted. Due to their 
exposed location, they’re 
vulnerable to rust.

spare wheel
The spare wheel sits in its 
own U-shaped ‘bucket’. 
Water can collect at the 
low point, and if it’s 
allowed to just sit there it’ll 
eventually rot through.
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Tick off our vital checks 
for peace of mind

valances
There are valances at the 
front and rear of the 
Granada. Both are equally 
susceptible to rust so 
check them carefully.

!

! !

!

did YOU knOW?
The Granada was also sold in South Korea, 
where it was assembled by Hyundai.

!

seat trim 
Leather was an option on 
the Ghia X, but the majority 
of Granadas came with 
cloth trim. It can take a 
surprising amount of 
abuse, but is hard to match 
if damaged.



  CLASSICS MONTHLY NOVEMBER 2009116

HOW TO BUY A…
Ford Granada Mk2

c
U

T 
a

lO
N

G
 d

a
sh

Ed
 l

IN
E 

a
N

d
 T

a
K

E 
Th

Is
 G

U
Id

E 
W

IT
h

 y
O

U
 O

N
 T

h
E 

d
a

y 
O

F 
V

IE
W

IN
G

Our vital, take-with-you guide. It could save you a lot more than money.
Viewing a granada
Overall condition, originality and 
completeness should dictate the 
price you pay. 

Glovebox Wizard is designed 
to act as a timely reminder when 
viewing, drawing your attention 
to areas it’s easy to forget or 
which an unscrupulous seller 
might try to distract you from. 
Begin by judging the overall 
appearance of the car. What are 
the panels gaps like? Is the 
engine original? Resprayed?

pre-viewing questions
Glovebox Wizard can also be 
used to ask questions confidently 
whether via phone or computer 
before you commit time and 
incur costs to view. Knowledge 
is power when buying any car so 
arm yourself from the start and 
get the best deal possible.

Caveat emptor
If the deal is too good to be true 
then look carefully for the catch. 
Buyer beware.

don't
✘  Be afraid to walk away. 

There are plenty of cars out 
there, but finding a solid one 
can take time.

✘  part with any money until 
you see the V5, MOT and 
service history.

✘  Just drive one example. Test 
a few so that you know what 
a good one feels like.

✘  needlessly stretch your 
finances. keep a contingency 
fund for any work that needs 
to be carried out.  

✘  Write off the smaller 2.3-litre 
V6 model. it offers good 
performance and is more 
economical than the more 
popular 2.8-litre version.

✘  expect Ford to be a source of 
parts. Some are available if 
you know the part number, 
but they’re not as interested 
in their heritage as BMW or 
Mercedes, for example…

❏ length 4633mm 
❏ Width 1790mm
❏ Height 1420mm

❏ chassis id plate
Located on the offside front of 
the engine bay. Chassis number 
is also stamped on the floorpan 
alongside the driver’s seat.

❏ Front wings
❏ Sills
❏ Door bottoms
❏ Rear panel
❏ Estate tailgate
❏ Bonnet
❏ Trim

❏ Windows
❏ Mirrors
❏ Sunroof
❏ Seats (joystick operates fore/
aft, up/down and tilt 
mechanisms)

Find a good Granada and it’ll 
feel pretty modern, especially 
the more luxurious versions with 
all the toys. The four-cylinder 
engines go well enough, but 
they don’t offer much more 
economy than the 2.3-litre V6. 
The super-smooth 2.8-litre 
engine is an excellent 
powerplant. If looked after, it’s 
almost bulletproof, so you don’t 
want to hear any untoward 
noises on initial startup.

If the car you’re looking at has 
an automatic gearbox, expect it 
to shift smoothly through the 
ratios. The larger engines have 
got lots of torque, so you barely 

cOld And OFF
❏ Ask for evidence of regular 
oil changes
❏ Look for signs of overheating
❏ Fluid levels

cOld And rUnninG
❏ No top-end rattling
❏ Even idle
❏ No excessive exhaust smoke

HOT And rUnninG
❏ Check for overheating
❏ Runs smoothly through entire 
rev range

All the Granada’s engines are 
reliable and strong as long as 
they’re properly maintained. 
Evidence of servicing is key.

❏ Trim condition
❏ Carpets
❏ Door cards
❏ Electrics working
❏ Boot side trim

Fit your garage?

identification

Bodywork

electrics

Test drive

engine

interior

Glovebox Wizard

need to explore the upper rev 
range, but make sure it runs 
smoothly at higher revs.

The Mk2 only ever came with 
drum brakes on the back, but they 
should stop well all the same. The 
2.8i sported vented discs on the 
front. Check the air-con if it’s fitted 
– systems should be used 
regularly or the seals can dry out.

The ride should be very 
comfortable and soft, although it’s 
a bit firmer if TRX tyres are used. 
The Granada is more a car to waft 
along than chuck through a series 
of corners, but it does what it’s 
supposed to supremely well and 
should be a smooth drive.

Tick off our vital checks 
for peace of mind

Granada should cover ground smoothly and quietly.

do
✔  Join the Mk1 & Mk2 drivers 

Guild – they’re an excellent 
source of advice and hard-to-
find parts.

✔  Buy the most complete car 
you can. Some trim bits are 
getting rare – banger racers 
don’t mind damaging stuff 
when removing it…

✔  Make sure the engine’s cold 
when you first start it, then 
allow it to build up to 
working temperature while 
you’re there.

✔  check the paperwork to 
make sure that service 
schedules have been 
adhered to, especially with 
regards to oil changes.

✔  Make sure you check that 
everything electric works.

✔  Get underneath the car if you 
can. it’ll give you a better 
look at the sills, jacking 
points, and the exhaust.


